
Jesus Christ Is God the Lord

You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.    (Acts 10:36)

In the 2000 years since Jesus was on this earth, Christians have confessed that Jesus is Lord (Romans 10:9). Since then the two areas of truth that the devil has attacked the most are: 1) our teaching on God (including Christ and the Trinity) and 2) the doctrine of salvation.  

Salvation is from God the Savior through Jesus the Savior Who died for our sins and rose again. Justification is a free gift received through faith alone. In every way possible the way of salvation has been challenged and contradicted. 

The other doctrine is about God Who is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Many deny there is a God at all; some teach there are many, gods who are like themselves. The transcendent God of the Bible is a Spirit Who is a holy, perfect, mysterious, infinite, an unchangeable and glorious unity of three equal Persons. There is nothing in all of creation fully like God, and there could not be. Some will accept a god who is one person only, but that god is not the Lord of the Christian faith either. If any Person of the three is removed, the result is no God at all, because there is only one God and the Trinity is what this God is. We confess that one of the three, a fully divine Person became a man and lived among us. Since it is so hard to deny that there ever was a Jesus of Nazareth, many will admit only that there was a Jesus, but deny that He is God the Lord. That issue is the subject of this booklet. There are many views of Jesus but only one truth about Him, the teaching of the Holy Scriptures. 

This truth is at the heart of our faith. Eternal life depends on believing in the true God. Whether we recognize anyone as a brother or sister depends on identifying Christ in truth. Thus this doctrine affects all human relationships. The Father has sent Christ and placed Him as the only Mediator between Himself and us (1 Timothy 2:5), so our view of Christ affects our relationship with God. Jesus Christ is the way to know God. Our view of Him is the key test of orthodoxy or apostasy (1 John 4:1-3).

This booklet was written to show some of the depth of Bible teaching that Jesus is the Lord God. I will not try to refute all the challenges to His deity, though I must reply to a few common errors. My approach is to show this truth from many angles, how emphatic, central, and clear it is. To do this, I will go far beyond statements that state explicitly that Jesus is God. (Not many that do that). Since many themes in Scripture reveal that Jesus Christ is truly God the Lord, this approach will involve tracing those connections within the Bible as a whole. Much of this booklet relates to the Old Testament. The Lord told us that the OT Scriptures testify to Him (John 5:39,46; Luke 24:25,44). Much of this study will review what Jesus said about Himself in the Gospels. No one can be a true believer in Christ unless He accepts the words of Christ about Himself. 

A.  Texts that Say Explicitly that Jesus is God

First, be sure to read the surprise at the end of this section! Here are a few of the plain statements that Jesus is God. Half of them are from the Apostle John. 

From the Apostle John      In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God (John 1:1). No one has ever seen God, but God the Only Begotten, who is at the Father's side, has made him known (John 1:18). In the opening of his Gospel John called Jesus God two times. In the end of that Gospel, John reported that Thomas said to Jesus, ‘My Lord and my God!’” (John 20:28). This same apostle ended one of his letters with, “We know also that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true. And we are in him who is true – even in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life” (1 John 5:20). Four times John said that Jesus is God. 

From the Apostle Paul      Speaking of the people of Israel, Paul said that from them “is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen.” (Romans 9:5). In Titus 2:13, Paul spoke of the coming of Christ as “the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ…”  The Greek grammar is clear. When two titles share the same article, they refer to the same person. Titus 2:13 actually says: “THE great God and our Savior, Jesus Christ.” If it had said the God and the Savior, it would be speaking of two persons – one called God and the other called Savior. But Titus 2:13 is speaking of one Person the God/Savior, Jesus. 

From the Writer of Hebrews      The Father says to the Son, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever, and righteousness will be the scepter of your kingdom” (Hebrews 1:8). It is not surprising that Jesus is called God. He is the radiance of God’s glory in 1:3 and Lord in 1:10.  

The Surprise      Even though these verses show that Jesus is called God, this is not the strongest proof. The devil is the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4) and human leaders may be called gods (John 10:34,35). The word God refers to God’s position. In a workplace people may speak of the boss, but that is not the boss’s name. The Apostle Paul’s favorite way to speak of Christ is to refer to Him as Lord. Only twice does he use the term God for Jesus. Paul said, “for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live.” (1 Corinthians 8:4-6).  That brings us to the strongest evidence of all.  

New Testament Texts that Apply “Jehovah” to Jesus 

“…They would not have crucified the Lord of glory” 1 Corinthians 2:8.

The strongest reason to believe that Christ is the Lord God is the way the NT calls Him Lord. Sometimes the Greek word for Lord (kurios) simply means “Sir”! That is a proper way to address many people in this world but it does not imply that they are God! (See Matthew 25:11) The NT uses kurios to indicate Sarah’s respect for her husband Abraham (1 Peter 3:6). In Canada judges are called “Lord”, but we do not mean Lord in the sense that Jesus is the Lord. In certain places it is very clear that when Lord was used for Jesus, it meant that He is a Person the OT calls LORD. Those texts are the most important proofs that Jesus Christ is also the Lord God! We begin using NT texts where OT are quoted in such a way as to identify Jesus as the LORD God of Israel. Then with this truth firmly in place, we will be more certain what all the other texts mean when they speak of Jesus as Lord. If Jesus has the right to the Name of God as His own – a Name no one else may touch or claim – then He really is God the Lord! The Bible tells us that the Father wants the entire creation to confess Jesus that way (Philippians 2:9-11). We must honor the Son as we honor the Father (John 5:23). 

LORD or Lord in the Old Testament      In the OT, the Name of God is always given in English Bibles as LORD 
  in four capital letters. That is God’s Name, (Yahweh),
 not His title or position. There are other words used in the OT that means that someone has a high position. One of them (Adonai) is also translated “Lord” (not with four capitalized letters.) Psalm 110:1 has both the Name and the title: “The LORD says to my Lord…”. 

1.  The Way Philippians 2 Quotes Isaiah 45

Who foretold this long ago, who declared it from the distant past? Was it not I, the LORD? And there is no God apart from me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none but me. "Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other. By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear.  (Isaiah 45:21-23)

… God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  (Philippians 2:9-11)

In Isaiah 45 it is the LORD speaking. Like Deuteronomy 4:35,39, He claims there is no other God apart from Him and no other Savior. Both God and Savior are used of Jesus in the NT, which would be inappropriate if Jesus cannot be identified with the LORD in Isaiah 45. The major announcement in Isaiah 45 is so important God swears to its truth. He announced that every knee would bow before Him as God, and every tongue will confess by His Name. In this way the Lord God of Israel indicated that He would be recognized by all the earth. The Apostle Paul was very familiar with this passage in Isaiah 45. He then applied to Jesus these very words that God gave to declare Himself as God. Paul elaborated by saying that Jesus has been exalted to the highest place, and the throne of God is the highest place. The way for the Father to give Jesus the highest recognition is to give Him the highest Name. Every Jew knew what that would be. It was the sacred Name of the LORD, and Paul included that all the world will confess that very truth – that Jesus Christ is Lord. The Apostle makes the identity most clear and plain. It is Jesus (using His human Name) Who is here identified as Lord. To recognize Jesus Christ as Lord glorifies and pleases the Father, Who is determined that all the world should bow before Christ.  

2.  The Way 1 Peter 3 Quotes Isaiah 8

"Do not call conspiracy everything that these people call conspiracy; do not fear what they fear, and do not dread it. The LORD Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy, he is the one you are to fear, he is the one you are to dread, and he will be a sanctuary; but for both houses of Israel he will be a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall … Isaiah 8:12-14

But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened." But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord … (1 Peter 3:14, 15)

Peter quoted Isaiah 8. There the LORD told the people not to do what others feared. They should fear only the LORD. To sanctify the LORD they must make a distinction. Only the LORD was to be their trust, not whatever others turned to for help. Who should be set apart in the heart as Lord? At this point the Apostle inserted Christ into the OT quotation. Instead of saying “Set apart the Lord in your hearts,” he said, “Set apart Christ as Lord in your hearts.” That is deliberate, and it identified Christ as the LORD Isaiah 8 was speaking about. 

3.  The Odd Way Hebrews 1 Quotes Psalm 102!      Hebrews 1:5,6,7 & 13 quotes Scriptures either to or about angels. In vv.8-12 it quotes two Psalms about the Son. In the first He is called “God” from Psalm 45. In the second, He is called “Lord” from Psalm 102. But when we read Psalm 102, we see that v.25 says, “In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth…”  Hebrews 1:10 adds “O Lord” because the Name LORD is already in Psalm 102:12,16,18,19,21,22. The Psalmist was speaking to the LORD when he said “In the beginning you laid the foundation of the earth…”. This shows that Hebrews 1 is saying that Jesus too is the LORD God of the Old Testament, the Creator Who laid the foundation of the earth.  

4. There are more.    

· Imagine taking language like this in Deuteronomy 10:17 “For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome…” and then calling Jesus the ‘King of kings and Lord of lords”! This is what Revelation 17:14 & 19:16 does. 

· Isaiah 40:3-5 predicted a man would come as a voice in the desert, telling the people to “prepare a way for the LORD…a highway for our God”. John the Baptist introduced Jesus as that LORD He was making known. He even quoted Isaiah 40 to make it clear what He was doing and Whom He was identifying (John 1:23,29-34; see also Matthew 3:3; 11:10).  

· Only the LORD is the first and the last: “This is what the LORD says – Israel’s King and Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; apart from me there is no God.” (Isaiah 44:6). Compare this with Jesus words in Revelation 2:8 & 22:12-13.

· In Zechariah 12, the LORD spoke of a time when “They will look on me, the one they have pierced…”. The Apostle tells us this Scripture was fulfilled in the death of Jesus. So when people looked on the pierced body of Jesus, it was the Lord God of Israel they stared at (John 19:35-37). 

· Compare Joel 2:32 with Romans 10:9-13; Isaiah 6:1-3 with John 12:39-41 [Do not miss John 12:41!!]; Isaiah 8:14 with Romans 9:32,33. The LORD proclaimed His Sabbath (Exodus 31:12-17), and Jesus said “the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27,28). In Revelation 4:19 Jesus speaks as the LORD in Proverbs 3:11,12.  Compare “For who is God besides the LORD? And who is the Rock except our God?” (Psalm 18:31 and many more OT references, such as Psalm 78:35). Paul says that that Rock Who was protecting Israel was Christ! (1 Corinthians 10:4).

The Apostles Paul, Peter, and John, and the book of Hebrews all speak of Jesus as the LORD of OT Scripture. The strongest evidence that Jesus is the Lord God is the way the Scriptures apply that Name to Him!

Old Testament Evidence: The Angel of the Lord

The Old Testament speaks of a Person sent by the LORD called the Angel of the Lord. The word “angel” means messenger, it does not mean a created person. This Angel is often identified as the LORD, yet He is also distinguished from Someone Else called the LORD. This deserves careful study. The OT never explains the Trinity, even though it is clear in it that LORD is more than one Person. When the OT speaks of the Angel of the Lord,
 it refers to Christ, sent by the Father as His Messenger.  

Exodus 23:20-33      The LORD said, “See, I am sending an angel ahead of you …” He is usually called “the Angel of the Lord”, but in Exodus 22 He is simply “My Angel”.
 Since He has the right not to forgive, He has the rank of God 
. What this Angel/Messenger says is what God says. He not only speaks for the LORD but as the LORD (v.22). His actions are God’s (vv.23,27-30). Two divine Persons are distinguished Who function in unity. 

The words “My Name is in Him” (v.21) deserve special attention. This is not like naming someone in honor of another person. Name is a synonym for person, so “My Name is in Him” means “I am in Him”. (See John 10:36-38; 14:10,11). In Deuteronomy 12:11 a dwelling for the LORD’s Name is simply a dwelling for the LORD! Since God’s Name is in this Angel, the Name “Yahweh” or “Jehovah” belongs to Him.  He has the divine right to act as God, which includes forgiving or not forgiving sin. 

Genesis 16:7-14      Here the Angel of the LORD appeared to Hagar. Again, He is the LORD. He made a promise about her descendants (v.10). Then, speaking of someone else, the Angel said that the LORD had heard her (v.11). The LORD is more than one Person here. Hagar saw only the Angel of the Lord and called Him God in v.13. She gave a name “to the LORD Who spoke to her.” Genesis 16 is the first mention of the Angel of the LORD in the Bible, spoken of here as both God and LORD, yet distinguished from another Person called the LORD. 

Genesis 22      God told Abraham to sacrifice his son, and then the Angel of the LORD restrained him. He said that Abraham had not withheld his son “from Me” (vv.11,12). So the Angel of the LORD is the LORD to Whom Isaac was about to be offered. In vv.15-17 the Angel of the LORD swore that He would give Abraham many descendants. Hebrews 6:13-18 says it was God Who made that promise, and Exodus 32:11-14 says it was the LORD who made it. It is obvious that the Angel of the LORD is God the LORD. (Read all these verses in the Bible not just what I have written here.) 

Other Scriptures:      

· In Zechariah 1 the Angel of the LORD and the LORD speak to each other (vv.12,13). In v.19 the prophet asked the angel a question and it was the LORD Who replied (v.20). 

· In Hosea 12 the Angel Who overcame Jacob (v.4) was the LORD God Almighty (v.5).

· In Joshua 5 this Person, called in other Scriptures “the Angel of the LORD”, appeared this time to Joshua as the “Commander of the army of the LORD” (v.14). He told Joshua what to do and is then identified in the text as the LORD (Joshua 6:2).

· In Exodus 3 the Angel of the LORD appeared to Moses in the burning bush (v.2). (See Acts 7:30.) The LORD saw and God called to Moses from within the bush (v.4). 

· In Judges 6:11-22 three times the Angel of the LORD is identified as the LORD. 

· In 2 Samuel 24 the Angel of the LORD executed judgment on David, and the LORD told Him to stop. Then compare 2 Samuel 24 with 1 Chronicles 12:18,19 to see that the Angel and the LORD are interchangeable.  

Summary      The OT use of this title shows or fits these conclusions:

1. The Angel of the LORD was sent by the LORD and represented Him. Christ the Messenger was sent by His Father/Sender. (See John 8:42; 10:36). 

2. This Angel of the LORD is a different Person from the LORD the Sender. (Note in Isaiah 42:1; 48:16; & 61:1, that there are three Persons!)

3. The Angel of the LORD shares the Divine Name. No one but the LORD may claim this unique and holy Name. Yet this second Person, Who appears once in a while in the early and late OT Scriptures, is also the LORD God of Israel. 

Those who claim allegiance to the Name of Jehovah but deny that Christ is Jehovah do not recognize the real Jehovah. They have replaced the inseparable Father and Son with a devilish one-person-only-god of their own. The call their Christless god “Jehovah”. There is only one LORD God of Israel: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Old Testament Evidence: The Shepherd of God’s People

The Mighty One of Jacob … the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel  (Genesis 49:24)

The Shepherd of Israel is a title of God: “Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel … you who sit enthroned between the cherubim …” (Psalm 80:1). Only the LORD sat enthroned between the cherubim (Psalm 80:4), the same LORD David called his Shepherd (Psalm 23:1). 

Shepherds may be pastors (Acts 20:28) or rulers. King David became the shepherd/ruler of the nation (Psalm 78:70-72). How can we know whether Jesus is more than a human shepherd? Does the Bible present Christ as God the LORD, the Shepherd of God’s people?

Jesus’ bold answer is, “I AM the Good Shepherd” John 10:11,14. He is the Shepherd of Psalm 80. Other NT texts support this. Christ is the Chief Shepherd in 1 Peter 5:1-4 and “that great Shepherd of the sheep” in Hebrews 13:20 to whom glory is due for ever and ever! This is language suitable only for God. The OT presentation of God as the Shepherd is followed by a NT revelation where Christ has the same title three times. Note He is the Shepherd, not a shepherd, the chief one above all the others. 

When the OT speaks of the LORD as Shepherd (Isaiah 40:10,11) and then of Christ as the Shepherd in the NT, it tells us Who Jesus really is. The following Messianic passages all speak of Christ using the title Shepherd. Since the LORD promises Himself as the Shepherd to come in these Messianic texts, this shows that Christ as the fulfillment of them, is the LORD God. 

1. The Messianic Text of Micah 5:2-5      “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times  … He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. And he will be their peace.

The One to be born in Bethlehem is clearly Jesus Christ. He will be Ruler over Israel (v.2). Micah predicted Jesus (Matthew 2:3-6). Christ will shepherd His flock (v.4) and His greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. (See Psalm 72:8.) Further, Micah speaks of His ancient origins indicating that the coming Ruler was eternal. Micah 5 added that the Messiah would be their peace, a benefit that comes only through Christ. (Ephesians 2:14.)

2. The Messianic Text of Zechariah 13:7      Zechariah prophesied of the Shepherd being struck and the sheep being scattered. Jesus quoted this text about Himself (Matthew 26:31 & Mark 14:27). Jesus is the Shepherd Zechariah predicted. He is a man yet He is called God’s “Companion” (NKJV) or “the man who stands next to Me” (ESV). If Jesus is that closely associated with the LORD, He must be a very unusual man. The Shepherd Who would be struck by dying on the cross is the Partner of the Father. 

3. The Messianic Text of Ezekiel 37:24-27      “My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. They will follow my laws and be careful to keep my decrees. They will live in the land I gave to my servant Jacob, the land where your fathers lived. They and their children and their children's children will live there forever, and David my servant will be their prince forever. I will make a covenant of peace with them; it will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put my sanctuary among them forever. My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will be my people.”

 “My servant David” refers to the coming King, the Son of David. Only Jesus can be the fulfillment of this promise. Ezekiel 37, like Micah 5 promises another covenant, a covenant of peace. Jesus is the Mediator of that new and everlasting covenant. (See Hebrews 8:6-13, 9:15, 12:24, & 13:20.) Jesus’ blood is the blood of the new covenant (Luke 22:20). Note that Ezekiel also predicted “one shepherd”. In John 10:16 Jesus is that one Shepherd.  

When the LORD said, “…and I will put my sanctuary among them forever.” This is a promise that the Son of David would be “their prince forever”. This indicates a permanent reconciliation. Revelation 21:3 says, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.” The sanctuary is the Presence of God among His people. But it is Christ Who is the future Shepherd, King and Prince in Ezekiel 37. When Jesus was made flesh, it was the LORD again “tabernacling” among us (John 1:14), just as He did in the desert. Over the former tabernacle, people saw the glory of God (Exodus 40:34,35). In Jesus Christ men saw the glory of God again. The old tabernacle was built so God could be among His people. Later, He put His Presence on earth again by sending Christ. Whoever saw Him, saw the Father (John 14:9). None of this makes any sense unless Jesus is the Lord God of Israel, and He is. 

4. The Messianic Text of Ezekiel 34      This text has more detail than any other about the LORD as Shepherd. In Ezekiel’s time, Israel’s selfish shepherd leaders cared for themselves. They consumed their sheep (vv.1-6), but the Lord would rescue His (vv.7-10). The LORD Himself would seek and save the lost (vv.11-22; see Luke 19:10). He would place one Shepherd, the Son of David over His sheep (v.23). (“David” here is shorthand for “the Son of David”.) 

The LORD emphasized His personal involvement as the Shepherd: “I myself will search for my sheep” (v.11) I will look after my sheep (v.12); I will rescue them (v.12); I will bring them (v.13); I will pasture them (v.13), and I will tend them (v.14). In verses 11-22 the Sovereign LORD proclaimed what He would do 15 times (NIV). Then He said He would do it by means of His servant David over them. In these words He promised Christ. The “I myself” of v.11 (v.11) turns into “I will place over them… my servant David” (v.23).  

“Then they will know that I, the LORD their God, am with them and that they, the house of Israel, are my people,” declares the Sovereign LORD.  “You my sheep, the sheep of my pasture, are people, and I am your God,” declares the Sovereign LORD (Ezekiel 34:30,31).

The prophecy of the Shepherd/Messiah coming means the LORD will be with them. (Note the same theme in Ezekiel 37 above.) In Ezekiel 34:31, God declares that the people are His sheep. Then Jesus calls them HIS sheep (John 10:14,26). In speaking this way, Jesus identified Himself as the LORD of those sheep, the fulfillment of Ezekiel 34. He did it in two ways: He claimed to be the Shepherd and that the sheep were His (John 10:11,14,26). He even used the specific language of “one Shepherd” (John 10:16) found in Ezekiel 34:23. Christ is a contrast to the shepherds who slaughter the sheep in Ezekiel 34:3, and abuse the flock. (See John 9). In Ezekiel 34 sheep die as a meal for their shepherds; in John 10 the Good Shepherd said He would die for His flock! (John 10:10,11). With specific language and clear parallels, Jesus affirmed His position as the divine Shepherd over His flock. He is the fulfillment of this prophecy. 

5. The Messianic Text of Jeremiah 23:1-6      Closely related to Ezekiel 37 and 34 is Jeremiah’s prophecy. Both prophets spoke of the same problem in the same time frame. Shepherd rulers were destroying the flock. Both prophets predicted a King in the line of David. Jeremiah says he would be a righteous King. The fulfillment of Jeremiah 23 is Jesus, the Good (and righteous) Shepherd in the line of David. The LORD said Judah would be saved. This indicates that the coming King would be their Savior. This prediction ends with a beautiful surprise; the Name of Christ in the line of David is The LORD our Righteousness.   

Does Jeremiah 23:6 teach that Christ is the LORD God?  Many people had names that referred to the Lord. Ezekiel’s name means “God makes strong”. It never meant that Ezekiel was God. Likewise Isaiah’s name means “the LORD saves”. So some names made God-glorifying statements, but they did not refer to the person with the name. “The LORD our Righteousness” is descriptive of Christ. His four names in Isaiah 9:6 describe Him. In Isaiah 7:14 calling Him Immanuel (God with us) is a statement about Him! (Matthew 1:23). The Name “Jesus” was given because it describes so well the One Who would have it. “He will save His people from their sins.”  Jesus is the LORD our Righteousness (1 Corinthians 1:30). Christ is the man Who obeyed God’s law, and in His obedience we are declared righteous (Romans 5:19).  Micah and Ezekiel proclaimed peace through this coming Shepherd. Those justified by faith in the LORD our Righteousness have peace with God (Romans 5:1,2). 

Shepherd Summary:      Jesus said the Scriptures testify about Him (John 5:39). The Messianic promises that the LORD God would personally shepherd His flock are fulfilled in Christ. Thus He is the LORD God Of Israel, the “one Shepherd” the prophet predicted. The Good, the Chief, and the Great Shepherd are titles fitting only for God. In the NT Jesus has all of them. The Messiah is God (Isaiah 7:14; 9:6). So Jesus, with His Father and the Spirit, is also the Mighty One of Jacob … the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel (Genesis 49:24).

Four Titles Jesus Used for Himself 

The Christ      The Name Jesus is Christ in Greek, Messiah in Hebrew, and Anointed in English. The OT mentions this title only three times (Psalm 2:2 & Daniel 9:25,26). The NT gives three occasions where Jesus said He was the Messiah (John 4:25,26; 17:3; & Mark 14:61,62 (repeated in Matthew 26 & Luke 22). Two other times the Lord agreed with those who said He was the Christ (John 11:25-27 & Matthew 16:16; or Mark 8:29,30 & Luke 9:20-22). I have not included texts where others used the term Messiah or Christ. No one in Jesus’ days on earth ever had a clear Biblical understanding of what God’s Messiah was to do, including Peter in Matthew 16, as the rest of that conversation demonstrated. 

· Some OT predictions indicated that the Messiah is the LORD.  (See above: “The Shepherd of God’s People”.) Note the divine titles of Messiah in Isaiah 7:14 & 9:6.

· Jesus claimed to be the Messiah of the OT Scriptures. 

· Therefore Jesus was claiming to be the Lord God. 

Sometimes the title the Christ was joined with another one such as the Son of Man or the Son of God “who was to come into the world” (John 11:27). Twice the title Christ is connected to an “I AM” statement. In this way too Jesus’ Messianic claim was combined with a claim of deity. 

The Son of Man      “… There before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:13,14)

The title Son of Man appears in the four Gospels more than 70 times. Remember a number of those are repetitions in the first three Gospels. It was the title Jesus used of Himself more than any other. In Daniel 7 this great Person, the Son of Man, is distinguished from the Ancient of Days. That title refers to the Eternal LORD God, and it shows again that the LORD is more than one Person. In Daniel 7:13,14 the Father gives Christ full authority (see John 5:27) over the world (similar to Matthew 28:18) forever. Worship is reserved for the LORD alone (Exodus 20:3-5), yet in Daniel 7 worship of this Son of Man is proper. When asked in His trial if He was “the Christ, the Son of the Blessed,” Jesus replied with Daniel 7:13: “ ‘I am,’ said Jesus. ‘And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven,’” (Mark 14:62). Jesus’ reply has the emphatic I AM in it, indicating the Name of the Lord. The reaction charging Him with blasphemy reveals that His enemies understood His reply. They knew coming with clouds was a reference to God coming with a swarm of angels to execute judgment. (2 Thessalonians 1:5-10; Psalm 18:6-15; Psalms 97 & 104; Isaiah 19:1; Nahum 1:2-6)

As the Son of Man, Jesus fulfilled this majestic role in a life of poverty and in a humiliating death (2 Corinthians 8:9; Matthew 8:20 & 17:12). It was not beneath the dignity of the exalted and holy LORD to die for His miserable and sinful people. Then as in Daniel 7, Jesus will wear this same title of honor in the glory of His second coming (Matthew 13:41, 16:27, 19:28; 25:31).

The Son of David      The title “the Son of David” in the NT appears only in Matthew, Mark & Luke. It appears more than Messiah. For many it was interchangeable. For example: "What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?" "The Son of David," they replied (Matthew 22:42). The OT declared the Messiah would descend from David. If Jesus had every other feature but this one, He would be disqualified from recognition as the true Messiah. Jesus had to be the Son of David (Isaiah 9,11,55; Psalm 89; Amos 9; Hosea 3, & Ezekiel 34). He was from David, and in all other ways He qualified to be the Messiah. Every Bible teacher should work to have this clearly in mind: if Jesus is the Messiah as the OT described the Messiah, then without doubt Jesus is the Lord God.  

The Son of God      Of the four titles we are considering, the one that is most directly related to the deity of Christ is “Son of God”. Many times (almost 100 in the Gospel of John) the Lord spoke of God as “the Father” or “My Father” (John 5:17). When He did so, He implied that He was the Father’s Son. He used the short form “Son” (Matthew 11:27) more often than “Son of God” (John 10:36). When He said “Son of Man” He was the eternal Son of God commissioned to become a man, yet always retaining the rank of God. When He said “Son” He meant that He was the Father’s obedient partner, eternal companion, and perfect reflection. By this simple word Son Jesus meant emphatically that He too is Lord God in the indivisible Trinity. A number of passages that follow expand on the significance of “Son of God”.

In the Hour of Trial      Before the Sanhedrin, Jesus affirmed to fellow Jews that He was the Son of God, the Son of Man, and the Christ (Luke 22:69,70; Mark 14:60,61; Matthew 26:63,64). On the same day Jesus acknowledged before the Roman Ruler Pilate that He was indeed the King of the Jews (Matthew 27:11; John 18:36,37). He would not say that unless He was claiming to be the Son of David.

Statements Jesus Made about Himself

FROM here on I have not edited, I felt I must stop now and let you have this much. Some is an overlap with what I did last time, but we will review a little and then concentrate on new material. I am getting this ready for publication in the Philippines. 

Matthew 11:25-28: The Son Knows the Father

“… Jesus said, ‘I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this was your good pleasure.’ All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

In these words Jesus claimed: 

· An exclusive knowledge that He and the Father have of each other, shared by no creature. (Like the Son, the Holy Spirit according to 1 Corinthians 2:10,11 knows the mind of God.) God does not learn since He already knows all things. His infinite knowledge cannot increase. When Jesus claimed He knew the Father in the precise way that God knew Him, He claimed the omniscience of God. Only an infinite Person can know God completely, and that is the knowledge Jesus said He had. To say such a thing is to claim that He is the Lord God. 

· The Father and the Son each reveal the other, are able to do so and have the right to do so. The Father withholds and reveals sovereignly; the Son likewise reveals to whom He chooses.

· These statements of God-life are followed by Christ inviting His hearers to come to Him. After speaking of the Father, this would be a pathetic thing to do if He were not God. By saying “Come to Me” Jesus was speaking as God. In Isaiah’s day the LORD said: “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other.” (Isaiah 45:22) Later on earth, the same Lord God said the same thing, “Come to Me…!” 

Matthew 28:18-20: The Son Shares the Name      

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

Here Christ does not speak as a mere ambassador of God. He speaks as God commanding God’s servants what to do. His authority is a fulfillment of Daniel 7:13,14. Conceivably one less than God might be given authority over all things on earth – similar to Adam before he sinned. But even then, God ordered Adam concerning what should not be eaten, so ultimate authority has always been God’s. In Matthew 28,Jesus’ authority is total and unrestricted. It is all authority and its reach includes heaven! Can anyone less than God have all authority in heaven? No, never. Then to comfort them, Jesus said He would be with them to the end. This is wonderfully consistent with Jesus’ being called Immanuel, “God with us”. 

We must pay careful attention to His specific wording related to baptism. Christ did not say baptism would be into the names (plural) of each Person, but into one Name (singular) shared by all three. Baptism should be into the Name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. All admit that the Father has the Name Yahweh (or Jehovah). In Matthew 28, we see that His Name does not exclude the Son and the Spirit. No creature shares the Name of God. To speak that way is blasphemy, but Jesus Christ is the Lord God, and the glorious and awesome Name (Deuteronomy 28:58) is His as much as it belongs to the Father. “The LORD will be king over the whole earth. On that day there will be one LORD, and his name the only name.” (Zechariah 14:9)

John 5:19-23: The Son Does Everything God Does

… "I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these. For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. 

[The underlined conjunctions above are all the same in Greek. Possibly they were arranged to give four elaborations of “the Son doing nothing by Himself, but only what He sees His Father doing”.  The four clauses state what the Son does and why.] 

This paragraph on Jesus’ deity may be most detailed He has given on record. He had been criticized for healing on the Sabbath (John 5:16). Instead of defending His miracle as a mercy to the needy on the Sabbath, He proclaimed that He was only acting as His Father does. He makes it clear that it was perfectly proper for Him to do so, AND He even added that His divine activities include all that the Father does. Nothing God does is outside the role of what Jesus does. The Father Who loves Him wanted it this way, authorized all of it, and sets Him forward prominently so that whatever honor goes to God should go to the Son as well (v.23).

Jesus never was and never is independent of the Father (v.19); likewise, the Father withholds nothing from the Son (vv.19,20). All the secrets of God belong to Christ. All the exercise of divine power and authority are His: such as raising the dead (v.21) both spiritually and physically (vv.24-30) and judging all His creatures. The Father has set up the Son as the Judge, so that judgment by Jesus is the judgment of God (v.22; see also Revelation 6:15-17). The purpose of all this is that what is unthinkable to God, namely, viewing Jesus Christ as anything less than the Lord God, would become unthinkable to us. We are forever to give full honor, (i.e., recognition, worship, and devotion) to Christ the way we honor God the Father.  

John 10:27-38: The Son Is One With the Father

I give them [My sheep] eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.  I and the Father are one."  Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, "I have shown you many great miracles from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?" "We are not stoning you for any of these," replied the Jews, "but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God."   (John 10:28-33)

Those who deny the Trinity, but still pretend to agree with the Bible, say that Jesus and the Father’s unity in this text is merely a unity of purpose. They deny that Christ claimed equality. However, Jesus spoke of the combination of His power and the Father’s to preserve His sheep. (My hand, His hand) This was a claim of unified and mutual possession of the power of God. For Christ to suggest that He participated in the omnipotence of God implied that He too is of the essence of God. The keeping work of Son and Father is absolutely coordinated because the two Keepers are one! This is like saying, “Trust in God; trust also in Me” which Jesus did say! (John 14:1). Such language would be terribly arrogant unless both commands to trust are in the same Lord God, and they are. Only God has the power of God. Since Jesus’ hands are as capable of keeping as the Father’s, He too must be the Lord God. 

In John 5:18 Jesus’ claim of sonship was viewed by His opponents as implying equality with God. This shows that they understood His words! This same reaction happens in John 10. In neither place does Jesus correct them, as if they had misunderstood Him. His lofty claim has no denial, or revision. Instead of weakening what He had said of Himself and God, in vv.34-38 He added that He was the unique Son, (the Father’s very own) sent from heaven, and doing what His Father does (another way to assert deity). Rather than modify His earlier words, Jesus went further to describe this unity as one where the Father is in Him and He in the Father. Since Jesus was and is God, He did not react as the apostles did in Acts 14:14-18, or the angel in Revelation 19:10. They were aghast that anyone would confuse them with God, but Jesus was deliberate in affirming His unity with the Father.   

The I AM’s of Jesus      Many Christians recognize that when Jesus said “I am” that He was applying the Name of Jehovah to Himself. (See above “New Testament Texts that Apply ‘Jehovah’ to Jesus ”, plus the related footnote.) In Greek, one can say “I am” by using the verb (eimi) without a pronoun. The LORD’s OT Name “I AM” is two words (ego eimi).   "God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: `I AM has sent me to you.' " (Exodus 3:14). Scripture never reports Jesus saying “I am God”. That would be a weaker claim than assuming the Name!

Jesus’ used I AM (with both Greek words) to refer to Himself numerous times. (These are given below.) The most startling moment was: “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. (John 8:58,59). This was a claim of pre-existence. It fits is well with His repeated claim that He came from above (John 6:33,38,50,51,58). John 8:58 is the most blunt, most clear word He ever uttered that all that the LORD of the OT is applies fully to Jesus Christ. His contemporaries who spoke His language and heard His words, knew instantly without further explanation that He had claimed to be the Lord God of Israel.

This should affect our reading of the other I Am’s: John 6:35; 8:12; 10:7; 10:11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1. But let us not stop there! He was also saying I am something. The something deserves serious consideration. How can anyone be the Bread of Life; the Resurrection and the Life; the Way, the Truth and the Life; and the True Vine though which life flows – how can anyone be such things without being the Giver and Sustainer of Life? In other words how could Jesus be such things without being God Himself?  He was saying He was God when He took the Divine Name by saying “I Am” and He is God because of all the features that He is. 

Such words as I am the Bread of Life are well-known, but it is sad that some other strong I AM statements are accompanied by words that obscure rather than reveal that Jesus was saying. Note these two examples:

#1   But he continued, "You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins." (John 8:23,24; see also 8:28)

#2   I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He. I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me." (John 13:19,20)

In Example 1, the original language says, “… if you do not believe that I am”. It does not add, “the one I claim to be.”  Extra words in the NIV are added to assist in the meaning and to make the language flow more easily. The trouble is that the meaning becomes less clear. Likewise, in Example 2 the Greek does not say “you will believe that I am He”; it just says, “… you will believe that I am”. But there is more. In example 1, the context is that Christ is from above. That fits in well with Jesus saying “I am”. In example 2, Jesus’ words are parallel to His words centuries earlier when He said through Isaiah, “… before they happened I announced [these things] to you so that you could not say, “My idols did them’ …  (Isaiah 48:5). The Apostle John opened his Gospel with the deity of Christ and concluded with it near the end John 20:28.Note that He also opened and finished His prologue the same way (1:1 & 1:18). It fits His purpose precisely to show that Jesus is God. The two main ways He did this was: first, to quote the Lord many times that He is the Son and, second, he reported many “I AM’s”. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

To this point in this booklet, I have sought to delve into specific Scriptures. Now I will cover more topics with less detail, even though some are very major themes. For example, I will say less about Jesus’ miracles, because I wanted to dwell more on words that state He is the Lord God than on the mighty works that show He is.  Everything that shows us Who Christ is is important. Much that would be helpful is not even mentioned in this brief booklet. We have an entire Bible to learn from. I wrote more on the Angel of the Lord and the Messianic emphasis on Jesus as the Shepherd, because I have sensed that these OT passages are not familiar. The support for the deity of Christ does not depend on just a few verses. Many other things fit His claim of deity. Here are some of them from many angles.

From Many Angles:

“I say”:  When Jesus taught, it was never (not even once!) “Thus says the Lord…” because He was the Lord and spoke of things that were His and His Father’s. True prophets who were mere men could never say, “But I say to you…” the way Christ did (Luke 6:46). Note the numerous “I tell you” statements in Matthew 5. The law of God was His as much to impose as to speak.

The glory of God: God does not give His glory as God alone to others (Isaiah 42:8 & 48:11). Jesus claimed that the glory of God (which cannot be shared!) was truly His as well (John 17:3). John 1:14, speaks of the incarnation. Because the Word became flesh, mankind could see something. John says He “tabernacled” among us, because the apostle wanted to show a parallel. In Moses’ day they built the tabernacle, and the glory of the Lord filled it (Exodus 40:34-38). When Jesus came those who saw Him saw the glory of God on earth again, because Jesus was the Only-Begotten full of grace and truth. All will see Him when He comes again to judge the world; He will sit on His throne in heavenly glory (Matthew 25:31).

His sense of what was His: in John 2:16, He said that the temple was His Father’s House. In Matthew 21:13 He called it “My house”. On His own authority He drove out merchants abusing the temple area. The kingdom of God is the kingdom of Christ. He called it “My kingdom” (Luke 22:30; John 18:36). He could call the words of God, “My words” (Matthew 24:35). He said the church of God (Acts 20:28) was His, “My church” Matthew 16:18! 

He forgave sins:      Sometimes unbelievers pointed out the significance of some action of Jesus. They were right; only God can forgive sins, and that is what Jesus did in Mark 2:1-12. His response to their objection was: “… that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,” He said to the paralytic, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” To the Apostles this was weighty evidence; Matthew 9 and Luke 5 also include this! 

Only God may be worshipped:      Jesus accepted the worship of men (John 9:38; Matthew 14:33; 28:9,17; Luke 24:52). In Hebrews 1:6, God orders the angels to worship the Son. 

His mighty works, signs, wonder and miracles:      The miracles of Christ were so many that John admitted to reporting only a few (John 21:25). Impressive miracles might be for individuals, but the record is clear: “great crowds came” for healing (Matthew 15:30). “Jesus went through all the towns and villages” and – unlike today’s professed healers who do not duplicate His signs and wonders – He healed “every disease and sickness” (Mathew 9:35). He ordered the winds and waves to obey Him; He multiplied food; He even empowered His disciples to raise the dead. He read minds, and said where the fish would be. The study of the Lord’s mighty works of varied types is a vast study. Good Christian ministry will not neglect it.   

Jesus urged, “The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me,” John 10:25.  “… Even though you do not believe me, believe the miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father" (John 10:38). Even to His believing disciples He said, “Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves (John 14:11). If our chief interest is in miracles, we have fallen into the trap of making signs more important than what they were given to do. Jesus said, “Believe Me!” Miracles showed that Jesus was Lord. The nature of the miracles supported the message, the power of them identified Jesus as the One genuinely sent by God (Acts 10:34-43). 

Christ, the Image of God (2 Corinthians 4:4)      Since the Son is not the Father, how may they be compared? The best approach is to trace what the Bible says. There is much positioning of Persons. Thus Christ is the Angel of the LORD Who came from the LORD. He is the Beloved Son, God’s spokesman we are commanded to hear (Matthew 17:5; Hebrews 1:1,2). He is the way to the Father (John 14:5,6) and the Mediator between God and man (1 Timothy 2:5). Christ represented the Father. Thus we are not surprised to find that Christ is “the image of the invisible God” (Colossians 1:15), the One people could see (1 John 1:1-3) but in seeing Christ, men could  “see” the invisible Father (John 12:45, 14:9). The only way this can be is that “in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9), a reality that pleases God (Colossians 1:19). Since this is so, Christ as the image of God is an exact likeness, a full likeness, not a close similarity. 
 “The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being” (Hebrews 1:3). To know Him is to know the Father (John 14:7), because the Son is what the Father is. He too is the Lord God over all (Ephesians 1:20-23).  

Creator and Firstborn over all Creation      It is such an obvious truth that the Creator is God. When John 1:3; Colossians 1:15,16; and Hebrews 1:2 all speak of Christ as Creator, there should be no doubt that Jesus is the Lord God. 

All three creation texts above are clear. Creation is by or through the Son. Thus Jesus was active in creation with His Father. The partnership of God is real. The Father and Son do not know any other way to live. A creation by the Son acting independently of the Father would be an ugly thing to Christ! So all was made by the Father through the Son. Christ was not, and could not be, the Creator of Himself. The Father did not create the Son first, and then all else by means of Him – as some apostates teach. “Without Him nothing was made” (John 1:3). All was made for Him (Colossians 1:16). Thus God’s creation is Christ’s creation, not only as an accomplishment but as His rightful possession. Jesus Christ is the purpose for its existence, just as the Father is. The earth is the LORD’s and so it is Christ’s. All authority over it is His (Matthew 28:18).

But what of Christ as the firstborn in Colossians 1:15? Just as the Bible uses such words and Father and Son (by which we do not imply that the Father is older than the Son!), it uses other terms within our limited language: kings, rulers, judges, brothers, farmers, shepherds, and warriors. God is not whatever a king is in all respects, only some. It is an analogy. Firstborn means the ranking person. In many cultures the oldest son is truly number 1, with privileges and responsibilities. In the OT the firstborn received a greater inheritance. If the first one to be born in a family was a girl, the position of firstborn transferred if a boy was born later. It is a word for rank, not necessarily the order in which children arrived. In the case of Jacob and his twelve sons, Reuben lost his firstborn position through disgrace, and Joseph, though much younger, became the replacement. Jesus is the firstborn from the dead (Revelation 1:5) because He is the conqueror of death. As firstborn among brothers (Romans 8:29), Jesus is the goal and model of holiness within His family. Jesus was not the first thing created; He was there in the beginning (John 1:1). All the words that follow Colossians 1:15 emphasize the pre-eminent position of Christ. “Firstborn” is another word that serves that purpose.       

God Alone is Savior      The Bible often applies descriptions of God to Christ. In the OT, God is the Savior, Redeemer, Shepherd, Rock, Shelter, and Shade. All of these in some place are applied to Christ. This was not careless writing. Then we see that the LORD alone has certain titles. In other words, anyone who is not God is excluded from them. Such titles are for God and God alone. This emphasis is found in Isaiah. The LORD stresses that only He is God, there is no other (44:8; 45:18,22,23). There is no other Rock (44:8), and no other Savior (45:21). (Thus the Jehovah’s Witness doctrine that Jesus is “a god” is false to the core.) Many times Jesus is called the Savior in the NT (Titus 2:13; 2 Timothy 1:10; Acts 5:31 & 13:23 and more). When we read of Jesus as Savior, we should remember that the LORD insisted that only God is Savior. 

The sign above all others – the Resurrection:      When Jesus was asked for a sign, He refused. He never did any miracle on request. When challenged on His authority to cleanse the Temple in John 2:18, He said His resurrection would be the answer (v.19). In Matthew 12 He faced a similar request, and referred to His resurrection as the ultimate sign. The resurrection vindicated all the claims Jesus made. (Note Isaiah 50:4-9). In Matthew 12:28 Jesus claimed that the kingdom of God had arrived in Him. It was manifest in His power over demons. His was a greater power and a saving activity. How could those not convinced by all of this know that it was true? The miracles they saw should have assured them. The Scriptures were there to direct them. In Isaiah 35:1-6, the promise was of great relief when God would come to save. (See also Isaiah 61:1,2.) They also had the prophetic ministry of John the Baptist identifying Jesus as the Son of God (John 1:34; 5:33-35). In Matthew 12:15-22, miracles identified Jesus, which was the reason Matthew quoted Isaiah 42 at length. But for some in Jesus’ day, this was not enough. (The problem was not a lack of clarity but hardness of heart.) Jesus would do no more signs for them, but He asserted that His resurrection on the third day would add to all the evidence they had. Later Paul made the same point. Christ “… was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 1:4). Christ was predicted in Scriptures centuries in advance. His works were the defeat of the devil; His mercy was to the needy; His words confounded His opponents; His life was sinless; He was announced by the great prophet John, and He claimed to be the Son of God. No vindication surpasses that His prediction of a third day resurrection. No one on day four could invite the people of Jerusalem to view the body of the man who said He would rise on the third! He must be Who He said He was. We agree with Paul; the resurrection declares Christ is the Son of God.   

His Assault on Satan’s Kingdom:  With His finger (the finger of God, according to Luke 11:20), Jesus cast out demons. This He did because He had come not only to establish God’s kingdom but to destroy Satan’s. Some miracles relieved suffering, as consequences of sin. Casting out demons was a more direct deliverance from the bondage in which the devil holds his captives.  Satan is without mercy; it is God Who has compassion. 

Some Objections to the Deity of Christ

Firstborn  above. 

Call Me good?

Not know the hour! 

    MT 24:36 "No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

Father Greater … John 10:29

Emptied Himself … Philippians 2:7

Even the Son of Man does not know. See Reymond pp. 77-81

Conclusion

In a few places Jesus is called God; in many places He is called Lord. NT writers presented Jesus Christ as the Yahweh (or Jehovah) of the OT. In this way, we know with certainty what the Bible means when Jesus is called Lord so often. The OT prepared us. In the OT, beside the LORD there was the Angel of the LORD, sent to act for Him. It becomes evident that the LORD is more than one Person! Likewise, the promised Messiah was distinguished from the Father, yet the Messiah is God the LORD. The OT Scriptures prepared God’s people to understand the angel’s words, “There is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior Who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11).

Then the Lord Jesus Himself addressed Who He was. What He said added much more. He claimed the Scriptures spoke of Him: “…Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms" (Luke 24:44). Jesus took all the titles of the Messiah as referring to Him, especially using the title in Daniel 7:13,14. There we read of a Person Who is both man and God! Often Jesus said He was that “Son of Man”. Many times He asserted that He was “the Son” and that God was His unique Father. With this Father He was one, and He shared His holy Name. On this foundation, the Scriptures give a profuse picture of Jesus: in His miracles, He was acting as God; in forgiving sin, He was again acting as God. He is the One Who would defeat Satan and establish the kingdom of God in His own rule. In fact, all that God does the Son also does, to the point of raising the dead and giving life to whom He chooses, and judging all His creatures (John 5:19-23). With His Father, Jesus was the Creator, through Whom all was made. This detail of such clarity might be lost in the stream of Biblical teaching that Jesus is the Lord God. To number the themes would make for a very long list. 

The Biblical picture is not complete without the profuse confession of Christ as Lord, made even more clear (if that is possible) by Jesus’ resurrection. This great proof of all He claimed is then followed immediately by the teaching revealing ministry of the Holy Spirit through Jesus’ apostles. This doctrine of Who Christ is is like finding different kinds of flowers in a large garden. We simply never see all of them. My little booklet does not give all the Biblical material on the deity of Christ. It is like a tour book that shows a few highlights of a large country. The Bible comes to completion in the Book of Revelation, with Christ as the Alpha and Omega, the Almighty God in chapter one, and in the last chapter He is the One Who sits on a throne called the throne of God and of the Lamb. 

We cannot know God except in the way He has chosen to reveal Himself. He has sent the One Who is His perfect image, the perfect likeness of all that the Father is. To reject Christ as the full Partner and Son of God is to reject the One Who is Creator of the old creation and the Redeemer Savior of the new creation. It is to reject the One the Father provided and sent, the One He has paced between Himself and us. To reject Him as the I AM is to die in our sins. To receive Him is to be accepted by His Father as God’s children forever. This in turn leads to learning forever and ever what our God is like, simply by coming to know Christ more and more   

�	 In this booklet whenever the reference is to the Name of the LORD in the OT, I will (like LORD in English Bibles) use LORD rather than Lord.  To save space I usually use OT and NT for the Old and New Testaments.  


�	   In Hebrew the Name of the Lord is spelled JHVH with four consonants. Many older Bibles in English used to give this as “Jehovah”, but that practice has not continued. We know that the vowels used to create the word “Jehovah” were not part of the Lord’s Name. For many centuries the Jews, out of respect for God’s Name, refused to pronounce it. They would write the consonants but not say it!  JHVH has two “H’s” and the Greek language has no such letter, so how would the Lord’s Name appear in the Greek NT? (In Greek the h-sound appears as an accent mark, or as part of another letter such as which is “th” in English.)  There is still no specific letter for h! The decision was made even before the time of Christ to translate the Divine Name JHVH into Greek by using a polite word of respect. They used kurios; which we translate as “Lord” in the NT.  So English Bibles also substitute a term of respect for the actual Name. It might have been pronounced “Yahweh” or something similar. We are certain of the four consonants, but not its pronunciation. 





�	   In the NT, Christ is called an Apostle (i.e., a sent one) in Hebrews 3:1, but Angel is never used of Christ in the NT. In Luke 1:11 the “angel of the Lord” is Gabriel, a created being. Angels are obedient servant/messengers (Hebrews 1:14).


�	   A false teacher would likely object that an angel is only an angel, putting Christ on the level of a creature. They do that with the word Son as well, but avoid doing it with the word Father!.  The Lord uses our language to communicate understanding to us. In Isaiah 42,49,52 & 53, the LORD calls Christ “My servant”. We should see that this is an exalted use of a word, which in other contexts may refer to mere men or angels. Angel of the LORD is used this same way too. 


�	   Both vengeance and forgiveness belong to God. Both are exercised by Christ the Lord: vengeance in 2 Thessalonians 1:5-10, and forgiveness in Mark 2:7-12. By this, Exodus 23 shows that this Angel is God. If the Angel of the Lord has the prerogatives of God, then He is God. In the NT Jesus reasoned that if He did what His Father did; those observing His works should believe He is the Son of God! (John 10:36-38).   


�	    In this booklet on the deity of Christ, I have written little on the Holy Spirit, Who is also the LORD. He is spoken of as the Spirit throughout the OT, never as an angel. The Spirit is mentioned much more than “the Angel of the LORD”. There is good reason to say the Son is the Angel of the LORD. Christ as the Image of His Father has more of a role as the Representative of the Father. Christ is the Spokesman, the Prophet Who speaks face to face with the LORD. The Spirit, knowing the mind of God fully, is always the active enabling executor of the agenda of God. 


�	 In this section I am following some of the outline and content of chapter two “Jesus Self-Witness” in Jesus, Divine Messiah, the New Testament Witness © 1990 Robert L. Reymond, P& R publishers, Phillipsburg, NJ. Dr. Reymond is my mentor, friend and brother. He has granted me plenary permission to use his material. I am writing this condensed booklet in more simple English than his book.


�	 See also John 6:20 and 18:5-8. Just in these verses I AM (ego eimi or appears four more times.


�	 The likeness includes all of God’s attributes and qualities. Jesus could never be the image of God if He were created, for then He would be recent but the Father eternal. That would be a substantial difference. The single difference is that the Father is not the Son, and the Son is not the Father, thus Jesus does not assume the Father’s role as His own head. The Father is the Head of Christ (1 Corinthians 11:3; 15:28). Just as a man and a woman are equal in worth, and fully human, with the man (like God the Father) still being the head of the woman, the Son is fully God, subject to His Father and different in role. They are not different in glory or worth or rank, just in role.   







